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e The Farm Tax Rebate Program 
provides municipal tax rebates to 
eligible owners of farm properties 
in the province. 


¢ Again this year, the rebate will 
be 75 percent of property taxes 
levied on eligible farmland and 
outbuildings. No rebate will be paid 
for taxes levied on farm residences 
and one acre of land. 


(1) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


a) The property must be assessed as farm and 
be in eligible agricultural production in 
1991s 


b) The property must be owned by a Canadian 
citizen or a permanent resident of Canada. 
Where ownership is a partnership or 
corporation, more than 50 per cent must 
be controlled by Canadian citizens or 
permanent residents of Canada. 


c) The property must be used as part of a 
farming operation with a gross production 
value of at least $7,000 in a normal produc- 
tion year. Property rented to a tenant 
farmer or a farming operation is eligible if 
the tenant farmer or farm operation has a 
gross production value of at least $7,000. 


EXEMPTION: Certain exemptions are 
allowed for individuals who do not meet 
the gross production value because of age, 
illness or death of the property owner or 
spouse. To be eligible the following 
conditions must be met: | 
e the property is still in some production 
e the property owner must have farmed 
the property and met the gross 
production criteria for at least 10 years. 


d) The questions on the application form 
must be answered and the declaration 


signed. 


(2) REBATE AMOUNT 


The amount you will receive on each 
separately assessed property is 75 per cent of 
eligible 1991 municipal taxes, levied by 
millrate. If you have paid additional taxes 
under Provincial Land Tax, Local Roads 
Boards or Local Service Boards, please attach 
a photocopy of the tax bill and notice of 
assessment to your application. 


Rebates exclude special charges not levied 
by a millrate (i.e. tile drainage, local 
improvements, etc). 


(3) ELIGIBLE FARM PRODUCTS 


Apiary Livestock — Mixed 
Aquaculture Livestock — Other 
Beef — Cow Calf Livestock & Crop 
Beef — Feeding Market Gardening 
Beef — General Ornamental 

Buffalo Ranching Potatoes 

Cash Crop Poultry 

Cream Production Pregnant Mares’ Urine 
Dairy Sheep 

Flowers Sod 

Fruit Swine — Finishing 

Fur Swine — General 

Goat Swine — Weaner 
Greenhouse Tobacco 

Greenhouse — Vegetables Vegetables 

Horse — Breeding Other (please specify) 
Horticulture 


Please indicate your main farm product on the 
application form. 


(4) GROSS FARM PRODUCTION VALUE 


Gross farm production value is defined as: 


¢ Total sales of eligible farm products 
e Plus or minus changes in inventory 
e Minus cost of purchased feed and livestock 


When including revenue from the sale of 
livestock, the animals must have been held on 
the farm property for at least 60 days (except 
for poultry and animals born on the farm). 


The farm property does not have to produce 
the required gross farm production value by 
itself, but can be used as part of a larger 
operation with a gross farm production value 
of $7,000 or more. 


On the application form, please indicate who 
farms each of the listed properties. 


When the property is farmed by the owner, 
indicate ‘Self’. 


When a property is rented or sharecropped 
with a tenant farmer, indicate ‘Tenant 
Farmer’. 


When a property is farmed by a tenant farmer 
and not by the owner, the tenant farmer must 
also sign the application form under the sec- 
tion ‘TENANT FARMER CERTIFICATION’. 
The tenant farmer certifies that the gross 
production criteria has been met. 


(5) REPAYMENT REQUIREMENTS 


If you receive rebates which are later found to 
be ineligible, they must be repaid. Farm tax 
rebates received in the previous 10 years must 
also be repaid, with interest, if you convert 
your farm property — or part of it — toa 
non-farm use that changes the assessment to 
non-farm. 


(6) CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 


When a property changes ownership, the 
division of the rebate shall be decided by the 
seller and buyer of the property. 


(7) TAX DECLARATION 


If you receive a farm tax rebate, you must 
include it as income in the year received to 
the extent that you claimed the property tax as 
an expense against either your farm income 
or rental income. 


(8) PROPERTY TAX CREDITS AND GRANTS 


Ontario residents may claim a property tax 
credit or grant based on the property tax or 
rent paid for their principal residence plus 
one acre of land. 


Individuals under 65 years of age claim a 
credit when filing their federal income tax 
return. Seniors 65 years and over claim a 
grant by completing a Property Tax Grant 
application. 


For more information, please contact: 


Ministry of Revenue 

Guaranteed Income and Tax Credit Branch 
5th Floor, 33 King Street West 

Oshawa, Ontario LIH 8H5 

Phone: 1-800-263-7965 


(9) HOW TO APPLY 


Applications are mailed in the fall to all 
owners of eligible farmland. The application 
includes a declaration of eligibility to be 
signed and dated by the registered owner. 
Completed application forms must be post- 
marked no later than DECEMBER 31, 1992. 


EXCEPTION: Where the assessment of a 
property is under appeal with the Assessment 
Appeal Board, the applicant has three months 
following the appeal to submit an application. 


(10) MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM 


If you have any questions about this program, 
you may wish to call us collect, or write 
indicating your property owner identification 
number or your property roll number(s), 
shown on the front of the application form, 
LO; 


Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Farm Tax Rebate Program 

10 Alcorn Avenue, Suite 100 
Toronto, Ontario M4V 3B3 
Phone: (416) 326-9900 


Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act, staff can only release information to 
registered property owners. If you are requesting 
information on a property other than your own, we 
require written consent from the owner, including 
the owner's address and telephone number. 


(11) FARM TAX REBATE APPEAL BOARD 


Farm owners who have had their request for 
the Farm Tax Rebate denied may appeal to 
the Farm Tax Appeal Board. The board 
consists of farmers from across Ontario. 


To file an appeal, please write to the 
Chairperson at: 


Farm Tax Rebate Appeal Board 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
10 Alcorn Avenue, Suite 100 
Toronto, Ontario M4V 3B3 


Your letter of appeal should include the roll 
number of your property(s), the tax year for 
the appeal, and the reasons for your appeal. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. Does rented property qualify for a rebate? 

The property would be eligible provided 
that the property was being used as part of a 


farming operation with a gross farm produc- 
tion value greater than $7,000. 


2. Are there any exemptions for retired farmers? 


An exemption from meeting the gross farm 
production requirement exists for retired 
farmers. Please see ‘EXEMPTION’ section 
on page two. 


3. Is eligibility determined by the gross farm 
production of the property ? 

No. Eligibility is determined by the gross farm 
production of the operation farming the 


property. 


4. Does this program offer an avenue of appeal? 


Yes, through the Farm Tax Rebate Appeal 
Board. Property owners who have been 
denied rebates may present their case to this 
independent board. 


5. What is meant by the term “tenant farmer”? 


When a property is rented or leased, the 
tenant farmer is the person or farm operation 
farming the property. 
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